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Distributing the Electronic Comic Books of Okinawa Manga

Naoko Simabukuro

Abstract

This essay discusses the publishing situations, as of December 2011, of the Okinawa manga book
titled Comic Champroo, as well as other comic books of Japanese manga. The essay deals with the current
conditions of domestic print and electronic publications. Without much funding to rely upon but with great
ambitions to help develop Okinawa manga, we stepped forward to publish Comic Champroo electronically.
Since the IT industry continues to change day by day, however, there is no guarantee if the path we have
taken was the right choice. In fact, back in February 2011, we planned to renew the contents of Comic
Champroo and make it compatible with smart phones and the iPad. But, because the market for such
applications hasn't grown as much as we had expected, and also because its production costs proved too
much to bear, the plan was consequently abandoned around August, and we switched into a much smaller
one for the internet site. Meanwhile, by November, as I was working on this paper, the electronic publication
had picked up momentum, especially in Okinawa. Okinawa ebooks are now, in fact, promising to shoulder
the entire cost for the digitization of the paper books. Comic Champroo has taken this great opportunity and
delved into the digitization of the contents. We hope to see that this decision will lead us to higher sales and
much wider recognition, contributing to the further development of Okinawan manga.



