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The Perceptions among Okinawan Students
over the Realities of Military Bases and Economic Issues

Yoshitake Oshiro, Iwao Yokuta, Tamotsu Nakamura

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand how university students perceive the current social situation of
Okinawa. We administered questionnaires focusing on university students who are living in Okinawa
Prefecture, Kagoshima Prefecture, and Kyoto Prefecture. We received responses from 644 students in all.
The respondents were grouped into three categories: (a) Okinawans who live in Okinawa; (b) Non-
Okinawans who live in Okinawa; and (c) Non-Okinawans who live outside Okinawa. After analyzing data
concerning living conditions and economy, we discovered meaningful connections among the answers to
eleven questions out of eighteen. That is to say, certain differences were noted among the groups. Above all,
we noted significant differences in responses to questions concerning favoritism for locally produced

consumer goods. Group A responded to the question positively, C negatively, and B neutrally.





