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Kinjo Yasutaro: the Artist's Approach as an Illustrator

Yoshitake Oshiro

Abstract

This paper closely examines Kinjo Yasutaro's illustrations for newspaper novels. Among his many other
artistic achievements, Kinjo began illustrating newspaper novels at the age of sixteen. From 1951 to 1961,
Kinjo illustrated 18 novels. His work ranges from contemporary themes to historic ones. In all, Kinjo
illustrated over 4000 pieces of which only 1765 are extant. The artist suggests that both the novel and the
illustration itself represent “two sides of the same coin.” We believe that this aphorism is central to the

artist’s approach to his work as an illustrator.





