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How University Students Perceive Okinawa Issues, Part 3:
Discriminations and Prejudices

Yoshitake Oshiro, Iwao Yokuta, Tamotsu Nakamura

Abstract

This paper presents an understanding of how university students perceive the current social situation
of Okinawa. We administrated questionnaires focusing on university students. We received responses from
647 students . The respondents were grouped into three categories: (a) Okinawans who live in Okinawa; (b)
Non-Okinawans who live in Okinawa; and (c¢) Non-Okinawans who live in outside Okinawa.

The overall results are as follows: Concerning the Japanese government ruling over Okinawa, Group
A is critical whereas Group C shows a certain level of appreciation. As for the language of Okinawa,
Uchina-guchi, all three groups are positive. Group A, however, is slightly more negative, and Group C more
appreciative than the average. These differences show that Group C is receptive to the traditions and social
manners of Okinawa while Group A experiences a sense of inferiority in light of the mainland. In terms of
all the questions that were posed, Group B is observed as holding neither negative nor positive attitudes
when compared to groups A and C.



