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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the Childcare Contents at Yaeyama kindergarten between 1933 and
1945, with the help of newly discovered historical documents, and follow-up to previous research
on the same subject. The results of this study are as follows. First, Mrs. Tsurue Makishi, who had
neither a background in nor exposure to kindergarten education, misunderstood a kindergarten
to mean an elementary school. The concept of kindergarten, which was developed by Frobel, was
introduced to Japan by the United States, and kindergarten practices were modified at the time by
practitioners to reflect the Japanese style of teaching. In addition, the management and teaching
methods differed across kindergartens and elementary schools. Second, as a kindergarten teacher,
Mrs. Makishi appreciated the profession. Through continued efforts, she succeeded in improving the
working conditions and compensation of the teachers-at the same time, these teachers were not
as valued as the other teachers which belong to upper school. Lastly, a unique educational method
was prevalent on Ishigaki Island during this period; the method was developed by the citizens even

though the state had a stronger control over education and related practices.
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