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Connections Among Auditory and Visual Images in the Teaching of
Four Basic Chinese Oral Tones

Tomoyoshi Takemura

Abstract

This article proposes a new theory of L2 acquisition that nonnative speakers of Mandarin Chinese
could practice as techniques for expanding their tonal range in the target language. Monosyllabic words
articulated in textbook CDs as well as in live radio broadcasts served as media for in-depth voice analy-
sis. The author isolated the basic pitch range (the width, the upper and the lower) for standard
Mandarin, closely examined the basic tones, and has concluded that an effective technique connects

Chinese auditory phenomena to concrete visual phenomena.
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