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Ryukyuan Language Policies and Planning: Asserting Linguistic
Rights in Contemporary International Contexts

Tomoko Arakaki * Jun Shimabukuro

Abstract
In 2009, the UNESCO Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger included six Ryukyuan languages. Since then,

the question is, how much progress has the Japanese government and the Okinawa Prefectural government achieved
to revitalize the Ryukyuan languages? This paper posits that unless substantial and practical measures for language
revitalization be taken, Ryukyuan languages are likely to become extinct by 2050. Despite the necessity of these
efforts, revitalization processes have been largely ineffective. This thesis attempts to clarify the concept of ‘linguistic
rights’ in the context of international human rights law and to compare these rights to the contemporary context
in Okinawa. We identify and discuss the serious dysfunctions already present in the prefectural government and

critique the government of Japan’s claims against ‘linguistic rights’ in the light of the international consensus.

Keywords: human rights, heritage languages, endangered languages, Okinawa 21* Century Vision Basic Plan, PDS

management Cycle, formal educational curriculum



