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English Education and “L.inguistic Imperialism” in Qkinawa: In the
Case of “Okinawa Christian University

Makoto Arakaki

Abstract

English has become a de facto “international language.” However, “English” is not merely another popular language the world
loves to learn. Its dominance constitutes and reconstitutes structural and cultural supremacy over other culture and language. The
phenomenon is most prevalent in Okinawa where vast U.S military bases are concentrated. Students who are learning English at
Okinawa Christian University show their desire not only to master the language, but also to assimilate into American culture, and
eventually to become an American. On the other hand, their cultural identity as an Okinawan becomes “the inferior Other” in the
hierarchy of linguistic and cultural imperialism. The University’s curriculum reform is imperative to deconstruct the American

cultural and linguistic imperialism and foster a sense of world citizenship.



