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Intercultural Communication Competence of University Studentswho Participated
in Overseas Training Program
The Cases of the Student Participants in Hawaii Training Program in 2016

Kazuka Nakazato

Abstract

Many private universities in Japan offer an “overseas training program” as one of the best ways for developing intercultural
communications during their higher education. The advantage of an “overseas training program” is not so much about learning new
concept and acquiring new knowledge in intercultural communication, but about developing an emotional intelligence and attitude of
coexistence with others from the direct experiences in socializing with local people.

The author joined “Hawaii Training Program” with Okinawa Christian University as a leader in 2016 and examined whether
student participants could learn intercultural communication competence through their exchange with Hawaiian people. As a result of
the observation, the author can report that participants did learn the three aspects of intercultural communication competence such as
cognition, emotion and behavior in balance. This paper reports that the Hawaii Training Program maintained by Okinawa Christian
University is an effective way of helping students develop intercultural awareness and skills through communication.
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