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Development of Community-Based Materials for Teaching Education for
International Understanding and How to Further Extend These Activities
throughout the Community

Naomi Tamashiro

Abstract

Since 2012 in collaboration with the JICA Okinawa International Center, the author, in her previous capacity working with NGOs,
has conducted courses, workshops and other sessions for training instructors in education for international understanding. Currently, this
field is not incorporated into the school curriculum as a proper subject, so it is addressed during class time set aside for integrated study,
which comprises numerous topics and materials, or during activities that students participate in as part of moral education. Setting aside
the question of whether or not “education for international understanding” should be a proper course of study in the school
curriculum, it is doubtful that anyone would argue that international understanding is not important for Japan given the country’s
current relationships with the rest of the world. Furthermore, precisely because education for international understanding is not taught as a
separate subject, its elements may be incorporated into social studies, foreign language studies, Japanese language studies and other
major subjects.

As the slogan “think globally, act locally and change personally” emphasizes, this paper stresses the importance of developing
teaching materials which utilize local and regional elements, and proposes that one possible future role for universities is to
substantively address the questions of whether the respective actors in the community have been able to broaden their activities, and how
they will be able to further extend these in the future.

Keywords: Education for international understanding, community teaching materials, active learning, and teaching license recertification
system






