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The Life Story of Taiwanese Women (Ipin Chen): From the Social
Movement in Taiwan to Solidarity in East Asia

Naomi Tamashiro

Abstract

The objective of this paper is to examine the experiences and perspectives of a Taiwanese woman, Ipin
Chen 1in her work with social movements through her narrative. She is from Taiwan and

studied in Okinawa, Japan.

Growing up in the 1980s in the midst of Taiwan&#39;s democratization movement, she spent 2001 at a
university in Okinawa as an exchange student. After she finished her study in Okinawa, she returned to
Taiwan, where she worked at a Taiwanese company as a Japanese-speaker, working with Japanese
partners and going back and forth between Japan and Taiwan. While working at the company, she has
been working on her life&#39;s work that involves activities related to social development issues.

After studying in Okinawa, she started to see the correlation between her way of living and social issues
more frequently, especially the ones in East Asia and to consider them as her own issues that need to

be addressed as well. Since then, she visits many sites where there are social issues together with her
friends, and continues to exchange and build relationships with those communities. Through her
experiences and stories, where we can see her unique relationships and connections with East Asian
activists, this paper also summarizes the movements of young people who are actively participating in

the democratic movement in Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwanese woman, study abroad, Social Movements and Youth, Life story, Taiwan and Okinawa,



